
 
 

CRETE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARBORETUM AWARDED LEVEL 1 ACCREDITATION  
BY ARBNET ACCREDITATION PROGRAM 

CRETE, Nebraska (February 11, 2021) – Crete Public Schools Arboretum has been awarded a Level 1 
Accreditation by The ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation Program and The Morton Arboretum, for achieving 
particular standards of professional practices deemed important for arboreta and botanic gardens. The ArbNet 
Arboretum Accreditation Program is the only global initiative to officially recognize arboreta at various levels of 
development, capacity, and professionalism. Crete Public Schools Arboretum is also now recognized as an 
accredited arboretum in the Morton Register of Arboreta, a database of the world’s arboreta and gardens 
dedicated to woody plants. 

Dedicated in 1986, Crete Public Schools Arboretum became the first recorded arboretum at a public school in 
the United States of America. Today, the learning space is an institutional member of the American Public 
Gardens Association, a landscape steward site by the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, and a Certified 
Schoolyard Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation. 

Originally desolate fields, Crete Public School teachers, Michael Coe and Mildred Conkling, envisioned an 
arboretum bustling with student learning. In the spring of 1979 the first trees were planted, thus their shared 
vision became a reality. For the next three decades, the arboretum would serve as a purposeful teaching tool, 
recreational park, and a vibrant showcase of nearly every kind of tree and shrub found in Nebraska. 

The current CCLC Director designed a proposal to modernize the arboretum by enhancing its outdoor learning 
capabilities through digital tree identification and mapping, the installation of physical interpretative signage, 
along with additional upgrades to the outdoor classroom, memorial water fountain, greenhouse, and native 
prairie garden. The restoration project, dubbed ‘GPA’ (Greenhouse, Prairie & Arboretum), centers on fostering 
a ‘sense of place’ for students and visitors, while encouraging environmental stewardship, sustainable living 
and community wellness. 

“This accreditation raises awareness, enhances our credibility and ensures the arboretum’s posterity for years 
to come. As we actively engage students, their families and all visitors in outdoor and garden-based learning, 
the community grows together and becomes more self-reliant in the process,” said Joel Bramhall, CCLC 
Director and arboretum curator.  

In addition, a paid internship program for high school students will anchor the restoration process. 

About Crete Public Schools 

Crete Public Schools serves 6 rural communities, of which Crete is the largest, consisting of over 7,000 
residents. Major employers in Crete include Smithfield Foods, Bunge Mills, Nestle, and Doane University. The 
District, which maintains the highest available accreditation via The Nebraska Department of Education, serves 
over 2,000 students from pre-K through 12th grade and provides adult GED and English Language Learner 
programs. Key aspects of the district’s mission include developing respectful and productive citizens while 
providing support for their families and communities. The changing demographics within the community 
resulted in programs that now serve approximately 300 children through preschool services and over 500 
students through English language classes. Students at the high school have the opportunity to take many 
different Advanced Placement courses and multiple dual college credit opportunities. World language classes 
begin in kindergarten and continue as electives in high school. 



 
Crete Public Schools offers the majority of student programming at four sites: 

    Elementary - Preschool and K-2 grade 

    Intermediate - 3rd through 5th grade 

    Middle School - 6th through 8th grade 

    High School - 9th through 12th grade 

Additional services for students will sometimes take place in off-site areas and include: Success Academy, 
Adult Basic Education, General Equivalency Diploma, English as a Second Language, Even Start and 
preschool programs. 

The Nebraska Schools Activities Association (NSAA) classifies Crete as a "Class B" high school.  The district 
offers a wide variety of activities and clubs well beyond the supervision of the NSAA.  In addition to athletics 
and fine arts, many clubs such as World Language, Future Scientists, Robotics, Mock Trial, etc. are enjoyed by 
high school students.  The elementary and middle schools also promote positive activities which encourage 
academic and physical development.   

Crete also supports and encourages a wide range of activities that include: sports, speech, band, chorus, FFA, 
FBLA, FSA, and many others. 

About ArbNet  
 
ArbNet is an interactive, collaborative, international community of arboreta. ArbNet facilitates the sharing of 
knowledge, experience, and other resources to help arboreta meet their institutional goals and works to raise 
professional standards through the ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation Program. The accreditation program, 
sponsored and coordinated by The Morton Arboretum in Lisle, Illinois in cooperation with American Public 
Gardens Association and Botanic Gardens Conservation International, is the only global initiative to officially 
recognize arboreta based on a set of professional standards. The program offers four levels of accreditation, 
recognizing arboreta of various degrees of development, capacity and professionalism. Standards include 
planning, governance, public access, programming and tree science, planting and conservation. More 
information is available at www.arbnet.org.  

 

http://www.mortonarb.org/
https://publicgardens.org/
https://publicgardens.org/
https://www.bgci.org/
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